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Jeffrey D. Sachs is one of the world's most perceptive and original analysts of global development.

In this major new work he presents a compelling and practical framework for how global citizens can

use a holistic way forward to address the seemingly intractable worldwide problems of persistent

extreme poverty, environmental degradation, and political-economic injustice: sustainable

development. Sachs offers readers, students, activists, environmentalists, and policy makers the

tools, metrics, and practical pathways they need to achieve Sustainable Development Goals. Far

more than a rhetorical exercise, this book is designed to inform, inspire, and spur action. Based on

Sachs's twelve years as director of the Earth Institute at Columbia University, his thirteen years

advising the United Nations secretary-general on the Millennium Development Goals, and his recent

presentation of these ideas in a popular online course, The Age of Sustainable Development is a

landmark publication and clarion call for all who care about our planet and global justice.Visit

http://cup.columbia.edu/extras/supplement/sachs-9780231173148 for additional teaching materials

for students and instructors, including chapter summaries, key concepts, problem sets, and slides.
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There is a wealth of information including probably over 100 charts and illustrations in this book. For

many people, this and the accompanying text will make the book worth having. However, if you are

going to write a 543 page book and promise some significant conclusions about important subjects,

you need to do better than this book. This is more like a textbook that labors to cover all of the



issues in a scholarly way but never really comes up with any new or useful ideas or solutions to the

important problems of the world. Sachs is assuming his name and reputation will sell this book and

convince people to go to the trouble of reading it and recommending it to others. There are better

books:Cronon, William, Uncommon Ground: Rethinking the Human Place in Nature, W. W. Norton

& Company, 1996Freinkel, Susan, Plastic: A Toxic Love Story, Houghton Mifflin Harcourt,

2011MacKay, David J. C., Sustainable Energy - Without the Hot Air, UIT Cambridge Ltd, 2009

FREE ON INERNETManning, Richard, Against the Grain: How Agriculture Has Hijacked

Civilization, North Point Press, 2005McDonough, William, Michael Braungart, President Bill Clinton,

The Upcycle: Beyond Sustainability--Designing for Abundance , North Point Press, 2013McNeill,

J.R., Something New Under the Sun: An Environmental History of the Twentieth-Century World, W.

W. Norton & Company, 2001Montgomery, David R.
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